PUR 

Pu’RPosr ly. adv. [from purpofe,] By defign; by intention. 
Being the inftrument which God hath purpofely framed, 
thereby to work the knowledge of falvation in the hearts of 
men, what caufe is thcie wherefore it (hould not be acknow¬ 
ledged a moft apt mean l Hooker. 

1 have pMpofely avoided to fpeak any thing concerning the 
treatment due to fuch perfons. Addifon. 

In compofmg this difeourfe, I purpofely declined all offeniive 
and difpleafing truths. Alter bitty. 

The vulgar thus through imitation err. 

As oft the learned by being Angular ; 

So much they fcorn the crowd, that if the throng 
By chance go right, they purpofely go wrong. Pope. 

Pu'rprise. n.f [pourjris, old Fr. purprifum, law Lat.] A 
clofs or inclofure ; as alio the whole compafs of a manour. 

The place of juftice is hallowed ; and therefore not only 
the bench, but the foot-pace and precindls, and purprife ought 
to be preferved without corruption. Bttcon'> E.Jfays. 

Purr. rt.f. A fea lark. Ainfw.it:. 

To Purr. v. a. To murmur as a cat or leopard in plealure. 

PUR;F. n.f. [bcttrjc, Fr. pwrs, Wellh.J A fmall bag in 
which money is contained. 

She hears the putj'e too ; Ihe is a region in Guiana all gold 
and bounty. Sbakejp. Merry I Five i of IFindfor. 

Shall the fon of England prove a thief. 

And take purfes ? Sbakejp. Henry IV. 

lie fent certain of the chief prifoners, richly apparalled 
with their purfes full of money, into the city Knolles. 

I will give him the thouland pieces, and, to his great fur- 
prife, prelent him with another pttrfe of the fame value. Add. 

To Purse, v. a. [from the noun.] 

I. To put into a purfe. 

1 am fpell-caught by Philidel, 

And purs'd within a net. Dryden. 

I furs'd it up, but little rcck’ning made, 

’Till now that this extremity compell’d, 

I find it true. Milton. 

i. To contrail as 3 purfe. 

Thou cricd’ft. 

And did’ft contract and purfe thy brow together. 

As if thou then had’d (hut up in thy brain 

Some horrible conceit. Sbakefp. Othello. 

Pu'rsenet. n.f. [purfe and net.] A net of which the mouth 
is drawn together by a firing. 

Conics are taken by purfenets in their burrows. Mortimer. 

Pu rseproud. ad,}, [purfe and proud .] Puffed up with money. 

Pu'rser. n.f. [from purfe.] The paymafter of a fliip. 

Pu'rsiness. ) „ y [from purfy.] Shortnefs of breath. 

Pu RS1VENESS. $ J L ? JJ i 

Purslain. n. f. [portulaca, Lat.] A plant. 

The flower of purfain confiffs of many leaves, which ex¬ 
pand in form of a role, out of whole flower-cup, which con- 
fifts of one leaf, arifes the pointal, which, together with the 
flowcr-cup, becomes a fruit, for the moil part oval, full of 
fmall feeds, and furmlhcd with two (hells or hulks at top ; of 
which the outer one, which was the part of the flower-cup 
that was fplit in two, opens firfl ; and the inner one, which 
i, the pointal inlarged, opens laft, doubly and tranfv.crfely, 
while the lower part of the flowcr-cup adheres to the foot- 
ftalk. . . . Miller. 

The medicaments, proper to diminifh the milk, are 
lettice, purfain and endive. Wifeman's Surgery. 

Pursu'arle. adj. [from purfue.] What may be purfued. 

Pursuance, n.f. [from purfue.] Profecution ; procefs. 

Pursu'ant. adj. [from purfue.] Done in confequcnce or pro¬ 
fecution of any thing. 

To PURSU'E. v. a. [ pourfuivre , Fr.] 

I. To chafe ; to follow in hoftilitv. 

Love like a Ihadow flies, when fubftance love purfucs ; 
Purfuing that that flies, and flying what purfues. Sbakefp. 
When Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, 
he armed his trained fervants, and purfued. Gen. xiv. 14. 

To thy fpeed add wings. 

Left with a whip of fcorpions I purfue 

Thy lingering. Milton. 

7. To profecute; to continue. 

As righteoufnefs tendeth to life ; fo he that purfueth evil, 
purfueth it to his own death. Prov. xii. 19. 

Infatiatc to purfue 

Vain war with heaven. Milton. 

I will purfue 

This ancient ft or)', whether falfc or true. Dryden. 

When men purfue their thoughts of fpace, they ftop at the 
confines of body, as if fpace were there at an end. Locke. 

3. To imitate; to follow as an example. 

The fame of ancient matrons you purfue, 

And ftand a blamelefs pattern to the new. Dryden. 

4. To endeavour to attain. 

Let us not then purfue 

Splendid vaflalage. Milton. 

Wc happinefs purfue ; we fly from pain ; 

Yet the purfuit, and yet the flight is vain. Prior. 


PUR 

To Pursu'e. v. n. To go on ; to proceed. 

I have, purfues Carneades, wondered chymifts Anuta 
confidcr. ° n °t 

Pursu'er. n.f. [from purfue.] One who follows in hortr 
Fled with the reft, nolt,lu . v - 

And falling from a hill he was lo bruis’d. 

That the purfuers took him. Sbakefp. Hen n IV 

His fwift puttiers from heav’n’s gates dilcc’rn * ' 

Th’ advantage, and defeending tread us down 
Thus drooping. Milton's Par. Loft A ; 

Like a declining ftatefman left forlorn J \ ' * 

To his friends pity and purfuers fcorn. n, / 

Pursu'it. n.f. [ pourjuite , Fr.J lam ' 

1. The adt of following with hoftile intention. 

Arm, warriors, arm for fight 1 the foe at hand 
Whom fhd we thought, will uve us long purfuit!, Jlfdtsn 

2 . Endeavour to attain. 

This incans they long propos’d, but little gain’d 
Yet after mu,h pwjuit, at length obtain'd. ~ Dry,fa 

Its honours anu vanities are continually pafibv* befotc inn, 
and nr. itmg his purfuit. ° 

any thing 


He has aniRxeJ a fecret pleafure to the idea of 


that is new or uncommon, that he might encourage us in the 
purfuit after knowledge, and engage us to feareh into the 
wonders of his creation. Adtnjm 

The will, free from the determination of fuch dtliiw is 
left to the purfuit of nearer fatisfadlions, anJ to the removal 
of thofe unealineffes it feels in its longings alter them. Locke. 

3. Profecution. 

He concluded with fighs and tear, to conjure them, that 
they would no more prcls him to give his confcr.t to a thing 
fo contrary to his reafbn, the execution whereof would brea* 
his heart, and that they would give over further purfuit 
of it. _ Clarendon, 

Pu'rsuivant. n.f [pourfuhant, Fr.] A ftate meileugcr; 
an attendant on the heralds. 

How oft do they with golden pinions cleave 
The flitting ikies, like Rylngjurfuivant. Fairy Queen, 

Purfuivants he often for them lent. lluoberd. 

Thefe grey locks, the purfuivants of death, 

Argue the end of Edmund Mortimer. Shaitfp, 

bend out a puruivant at arms 
To Stanley’s regiment; bid him bring his power 
Before fun-riling. Sbakejp. Richard III. 

For helmets, crefts, mantles, and fupporters, I leave the 
reader to Edmond Bolton, Gerard Leigh, John Feme, and 
John Guillim Portsmouth, purfuivants of arms, who have 
diligently laboured in armory. Camden’s Remains . 

The pu fuivants came next. 

And like the heralds each his feutheon bore. Dryden. 

PL'RSY. adj. [ pouf if Fr.j Shortbreathed and fat. 

In the fatneis of thefe purfy times. 

Virtue itfelf of vice mult pardon beg. 

Yea courb and woo for leave to do it good. Shaitfj 

Now brcathlefs wrong 

Shall fit and pant in your great chairs of eafe, 

And purfy inlolcnce (hall break his wind 
With fear and horrid flight. Sbakefp. Timon of Athens. 
By thefe, the Medcs 

Perfume their breaths, and cure old purfy men. Temple, 
An hoftefs dowager. 

Grown fat and purfy by retail 

Of pots of beer and bottl’d ale. Hudibras, f. iS. 

Pu'rtenance. n. f [appertenance, Fr.] The pluck of an 
animal. 

Road the lamb with fire, his head with Iris legs and with 
the purtenance thereof. Ex. xii. 9. 

The (haft againft a rib did glance. 

And gall’d him in the purtenance. Hudibras , p- >• 

To PU'RVEY. v. a. [pouruoir, Fr.] 

1. To provide with conveniencies. This fenfe is now not is 
ufc. 

Give no odds to your foes, but do purvey 
Yourfelf ef fword before that bloody day. Fa. Queen. 

His houfe with all convenience was purvey’d , 

The reft he found. Dryden. 

2 . To procure. 

What though from outmoft land and fea purvey'd 
For him; each rarer tributary life 

Bleeds not. Tbomfon's Summer. 

To Pu'rvey. v. n. To buy in provifions. 

I the praife 

Yield thee, fo well this day thou haft purvey'd. eWltm 

Purveyance, rt.f. [from purvey.] 

1. Provifion. 

Whence mounting up, they find purveyance meet 
Of all, that royal princes court became. Fa. -c“"" 

2. Procurement of vidluals. . , • 

Some lands be more changeable than others; as tor 
lying near to the borders, or becaufe of great and 
purveyances that are made upon them. 

Purveyor. 


PUS 

Purveyor, n.f [from purvey.] 

, One that provides vitttials. , 

The purveyors or victuallers are much to be condemned, as 
not a little fait try in that behalf. Raleigh. 

A procurer; a pimp. 

Thefe women are fuch cunning purveyors ! 

Mark where their appetites have once been pleafed, 

The fame refemblance in a younger lover, 

Lies brooding in their fancies the fame pleafures. Dryden. 
The llranger, ravilh’d at his good fortune, is introduced 
to feme imaginary title ; for this purveyor has her reprefenta- 
tives of foinc of the finerft ladies. Addifon. 

Pu'rviEW. n.f [pourveu , French.] Provifo; providing 
claufe. 

Though the petition exprefles only treafon and felony, yet 
the act is general againft all appeals in parliament; and many 
times the purview of an act is larger than the preamble or the 
petition. Hale's Common Law of England. 

Purulence. ?»•/ [from purulent.] Generation of pus or 

Pu'ruli-ncy. ) matter. 

Confumptions are induced by purulency in any of the 
vifeera. Arbuthnot on Diet. 

PURULENT.^', [purulent, Fr. purulent us, Lat.J Confifting 
of pus or the running of wounds. 

A carcafc of man is moft infectious and odious to man, 
and purulent matter of wounds to found flelh. Bacon. 

It fpews a filthy froth 
Of matter purulent and white. 

Which happen’d on the (kin to light. 

And there corrupting on a wound, 

- Spreads leproly. Swift's ATifccl. 

An acrimonious or purulent matter, ftagnating in fome or¬ 
gan, is more eafily depofited upon the liver than aiw other 
part. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

PUS. n. f. [Latin.] The matter of a well digefted fore. 

Acrid lubftances break the velfels, and produce an ichor 
inltead cf laudable pus. Arbuthnot. 

To PUSH. v.a. [poujj'er, Fr.] 

1. To ltrike with a thruft. 

If the ox pujh a man-fervant, he (hall be (lotted Ex. xxi. 

2. To force or drive by impulfe of any thing. 

The youth pufh away my feet. Job xxx. 12. 

3. To force not by a quick blow, but by continued violence. 

Shew your mended faiths, 

To pufh dcftruciion and perpetual (Lame 

Out of the weak door of our fainting land. Sbakefp. 

Through thee will we pujh down our enemies. Pf xliv. 5. 

Waters forcing way, 

Sidelong had pujh'd a mountain from his feat, 

Half funk with all his pines. Milton. 

The defeription of this terrible feene threw her into an hy- 
ftcrick fit, which might have proved dangerous, if Cornelius 
had not been pujhed out of the room. Arbuthnot and Pope. 

4. 'Fo prefs forward. 

He forewarns his care 

With rules to pujh his fortune or to bear. Dryden. 

With fuch impudence did he pujh this matter, that when 
he heard the cries of above a million of people begging for 
their bread, he termed it the clamours of faction. Addifon. 

Arts and fciences, in one and the fame century, have ar¬ 
rived at great perfedlion, and no wonder, fince every age has 
a kind of univerfal genius, which inclines thofe that live in 
it to fome particular ftudies, the work then being pujhed ©n 
by many hands, mud go forward. Dryden. 

5. To urge; to drive. 

Ambition pujhes the foul to fuch afliens, as are apt to pro¬ 
cure honour to the adlor. Addifon’s Spectator. 

6. To enforce; to drive to a conclufion. 

We are pujhed for an anfwer, and are forced at laft freely 
to confefs, that the corruptions of the adminiftration were in¬ 
tolerable. Swift. 

7. To importune ; to teaze. 

To Push. v. n. 

1. To make a thruft. 

But iflucs, ere the fight, his dread command. 

That none fliall dare 

With (hortned fword to (lab in clofer war. 

Nor pujh with biting point, but ftrike at length. Dryden. 
A calf will fo manage his head, as though he would pujh 
with his horns even before they (hoot. Ray. 

Lambs, though they never law die ailions of their fpecies, 
pujh with dieir foreheads, before the budding of a horn. 

Addifon, 

2. To make an effort. 

War feem’d afleep for nine long years; at length 
Both (ides refolv'd to pujh, we try’d our llrength. Dryden. 

3. To make an attack. 

The king of the South fliall pujh at him, and the king of 
the North ihall come againft him. Dan. xi. 40. 

Push. n.f. [from the verb.] 

i. I hrult; the a& of (hiking with a pointed inftrument. 


PUS 

Ne might his corfe be handed 
With dint of fword ox pujh of pointed fpear. Spenfer. 

Sa great was the puiflance of his pujh, 

That from his fadle quite he did him bear. Fa. Qiteen. 
They, like refolutc men, flood in the face of the breach; 
receiving them with deadly ftiot and pufn 01 pike, in fuch fu¬ 
rious manner, that the Turks began to retire. Knolles. 

2! An impulfe; force imprefled. 

Jove was not more 

With infant nature, when his fpacious hand 

Had rounded this huge ball of earth’and feas 

To give it the firft pufn, and fee it roll 

Along the vaft abyls. Addifon's Guardiani 

3. Aflault; attack. 

He gave his countenance againft his name, 

To laugh with gybing boys, and ftand the pujh 
Of every beardlel-s vain comparative. Sbakejp. Henry IV. 
When fuch a refiftance is made, thefe bold talkers will 
draw in their horns, when their fierce and feeble pujhes againft 
truth are repelled with pufliing and confidence. Watts. 

4. A forcible llruggle ; a ftrong effort. 

A ludden 'pujh gives them the overthrow; 

Ride, ride, Mcflala. Shakcfp. 

Away he goes, makes his pujh, (lands the (hock of a 
battle, and compounds for leaving of a leg behind him. 

L’Ejirange. 

We have beaten the French from all their advanced polts, 
and driven them into their lail entrenchments : one vigorous 
pujh, one general aflault will force the enemy to cry out for 
quarter. Addifon. 

5. Exigence; trial. 

Wc’Jl put the matter to the prefent pufn. Shakcfp. 

’Tis common to talk of dying for a triend ; but when it 
comes to the pujls, ’tis no more than talk. L’EJlrangc. 

The queftion we would put, is not whether the facramci.t 
of the mafs be as truly propitiatory, as thofe under the law ? 
but whether it be as truly a lacrifice ? if fo, then it is a true 
proper lacrifice, and is not only commemorative or represen¬ 
tative, as we are told at a pujh. Atterbury . 

6. A ludden emergence. 

There’s time enough for that; 

Left they defire, upon this pujh, to trouble 

Your joys with like relation. Sbakefp. Winter’s Tale. 

7. [ Pu/lula, Lat.J A pimple; an cfflorefcence ; a wheal. 

He that was praifed to his hurt, ihould have a pujh rife upon 
his nofe; as a bliiter will rife upon one’s tongue, that cells 
a lye. Bacon’s Efjays. 

Pu'sher. n.f. [from pujls.] He who pufnes forward. 

Pu shing, adj. [from y .vy2>.j Enterprifmg; vigorous. 

Pu'shpin. n. J. [pujh and pin.] A child's play, in which pins 
are pufhed alternately. 

Men, that have wandering thoughts at the voice of wifdom 
out of the mouth of a philofophcr, deferve as well to be 
whipt, as boys for playing at pujhpin, when they (hould be 

learning. L'Ejlrange. 

Pusillanimity, n.f. [pufsllanimite, Fr. pufillus and animus, 
Lat.] Cowardice ; mtannefs of fpirit. 

The property of your excellent (herris is the warming of 
the blood, which, before cold and fettled, left the liver wnitc 
and pale, the badge of pufftlanimity and cowardice. Sbakefp. 

The Chinefc fail where they will; which lhcweth, that 
their law of keeping oqt ttrangers is a law of pufdlanimity and 
l ear - Bacon’s New Atlantis. 

It is obvious, to diftinguifli between an act of courage and 
an ail of ralhnefs, an ail of pufilkmimity and an ail of great 
modefty or humility. South's Sermons . 

PUSILLA NIMOUS. adj. [pufdlanime, Fr. pufillus and animus , 
Lat.] Meanfpirited ; narrowmindeJ ; cowardly. 

An argument fit for great princes, that neither by overmea- 
furing their forces, they lofe thcmfelves in vain enterprizes ; 
nor, by undervaluing them, defeend to fearful and pufillani- 
rnous counfcls. Bacon’s EJays. 

He became pufillaninioiss, and was eafily ruffled with every 
little paflion within; fupine, and as openly expofed to any 
temptation from without. IFoodwareTs Nat. Hi//. 

What greater inftancc can there be of a weakpufillaninious 
temper, than for a man to pafs his whole life in oppolition to 
his own fentiments. Spectator, N® 576. 

Pusilla'nimousness. n.f. [from pufillanimous .] Meanuels* 
of fpirit. 

Puss. n.f. [I know not whence derived ; pufio, Lat. is a dwarf. 1 

1. The fondling name of a cat. 

A young fellow, in love with a cat, made it his humble 
fuit to Venus to turn pufs into a woman. L'Ejlrange. 

Let pufs pradTife what nature teaches. Watts. 

I will permit my fon to play at apodidrafeinda, which can 
be no other than our pufs in a corner. Arbuth. and Pope. 

2. The fportfman’s term for a hare. 

Poor honed pufs , 

It grieves my heart to fee thee thus ; 

But hounds cat (heep as well as hares. Gay. 

PU'STULL.’ 
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